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opposite. But the two men were so deeply interested in the newness of the ideas which they represented, the one on pedagogy, the other, physiognomy and Christian mysticism, that they easily overlooked many things in each other. And if Basedow became too radical Lavater brought him back to reason by a cordial, " Bisch guet" (" Be good now "). Goethe could not long endure being so near to these peculiar celebrities and yet separated from them. On the isth of July he followed them to Ems, and now the three formed the strangest triad that could have been brought together in Germany at that time.
Happy days were spent together. Lavater was not a devotee; with all his religion he was cheerful, witty, and fond of life. Goethe was bubbling over with merriment. From early morning till late at night he was employed in one continual round of dances, masquerades, serenades, and excursions. Meanwhile he did not fail to learn what he could from his two prophets, and it actually happened that during a ball on one occasion he quickly ran up-stairs to see Basedow, became absorbed in the discussion of a philosophical problem, and a half-hour later was back whirling about with his partner in the dance.
On the 18th of July the three started together on a journey to the Lower Rhine. They travelled by boat, first down the Lahn. While in sight of the Lahneck castle Goethe improvised the spirit-greeting, Hoch auf dem alien Turme steht. Later he spoke about "die Kerls in den SMossern" They dined in Coblentz, and Goethe preserved the memory of the occasion in the exquisite little picture, Diner m Koblenz, which in a few clever strokes portrays his two prophets, between whom he sits as a child of the world.
Then they continued their journey to Neuwied. On the way Goethe's inexhaustible poetic vein yielded the inspiring lyric duo, Des Kunstlers Vergotterung, in which the master consoles the pupil, who, discouraged by the work of a genius, lays aside his brush. "You will be a master," he says; "your strong feeling of the superior greatness of this